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HOUSE RECOMMITS NORTON BILL 


Original Bill Sent Back to Committee After House 
Rejects Amended Form 


The House of Representatives on Friday ended a week's 
debate of amendments to the Fair Labor Standards Act by 
recommitting the original Norton bill to the House Com- 
mittee on Labor. This action was taken by a roll call vote of 
205 to 175 and immediately followed a roll call vote of 171 
to 211 by which the House rejected the Norton bill in an 
amended form. Earlier in the week the House had voted 
down the Barden bill after having agreed to a number of 
amendments to that measure. 


After devoting two days of debate to the Barden bill, in the 
course of which a number of exemptions designed to relieve 
agriculture and agricultural processors from the wage and 
hour provisions of the Act were agreed upon, the House re- 
jected its action, first by adopting an amendment sub- 
mitted by Representative Brown of Ohio, and second by 
voting down the entire Barden bill 66 to 156. The Brown 
amendment would have made all the agricultural exemptions 
in the Barden bill subject to the minimum wage requirements 
of the law. 


In considering the Barden bill, which would have re- 
pealed the “area of production” exemption of the law and 
would have substituted therefor a series of specific wage and 
hour exemptions, the House had adopted amendments offered 
by Representatives Reed of New York and Bland of Virginia. 
These amendments would have removed the discriminatory 
effect of the Barden bill on canners who pack both perish- 
able and non-perishable products. 


After the defeat of the Barden bill, the House took up 
the Norton proposal that contained the wage and hour amend- 
ments recommended to the House by the Committee on 
Labor. Using this bill as a basis, the House proceeded to 
amend the measure by broadening the wage and hour ex- 
emptions applicable to agriculture and agricultural processors. 


The amendments to the Norton bill recommended by the 
Labor Committee would have repealed the “area of produc- 
tion” exemption of the present law and in place of that 
exemption would have given canners and other processors 
a limited hours exemption from the Act. However, while 
debating the Committee amendments, the House on Thursday 
adopted a wage and hour exemption offered by Representa- 
tive Bland of Virginia. The Bland amendment would exempt, 
among others, employees engaged in canning products con- 
sisting wholly or in chief volume of perishable or seasonal 
fruits or vegetables, including dried fruits, and in handling 
or transportation in connection with or incidental thereto. 

Shortly before adoption of the Bland amendment to the 
Norton bill, the House had agreed to exempt canners of 
fresh fruits and vegetables from the hour limitations of the 
Act for a period of 14 weeks in the aggregate each year and to 
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permit them to operate 60 hours a week throughout the year 
without paying overtime. 


After considerable debate, the House also voted to substi- 
tute for the present definition of agriculture contained in 
the wage and hour law, the definition of agriculture that 
Congress adopted last year in amending the Social Security 
Act. The amendment proposing this change was submitted 
to the House by Representative Buck of California. 


The Bland amendment would have provided for a total 
wage and hour exemption applicable to: 


“any employee employed in the cleaning, packing, grading, 
or preparing or storing fresh fruits and fresh vegetables in 
their raw or natural state; or any employee employed in the 
canning, processing, freezing, or preserving of any product 
consisting wholly or in chief volume of perishable or seasonal 
fruits or vegetables, including dried fruits, or in handli 
or transportation in connection with or incidental to su 
operations to the extent any employee is so engaged”. 


FILL OF CONTAINER FOR CHERRIES 


Food and Drug Administration Answers Questions 
Raised By Canners 


Opinions on questions raised by cherry canners on the fill 
of container requirements for canned cherries under the 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, as published in the Federal 
Register of January 1, 1940, were given by the Food and 
Drug Administration in a letter dated May 2 and signed by 
W. G. Campbell, chief of the Administration. The letter, 
which was addressed to Karl S. Reynolds of Sturgeon Bay, 
Wis., reads as follows: 


“You ask, first, whether cherries which have cut-out weights 
greater than the old McNary-Mapes minima (on page 10 of 
5.R.A. F.D. No. 4, 4th revision), will at this time be consid- 
ered as meeting the fill of container requirements under the 
new regulations. Those requirements, of course, became 
inoperative on January 1, 1940, It is our view, however, that 
in general canned cherries which equal or exceed the cut-out 
weights prevailing under the old McNary-Mapes standards 
will nell meet the fill of container standard under the 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 

“You ask, second, whether cherries omnes out materially 
less than the requirements under the old McNary-Mapes regu- 
lation will in general be considered as violative of the new 
fill of container requirements. The answer is in the affirm- 
ative. 

“Your final question is whether the Administration pro- 
poses to direct regulatory action against the latter type of 

roduct, which most of the cherry industry regard as slack- 
lied. It is our purpose to under the terms of the 
new law against such slack-filled canned cherries. We ex 
to devote such proportion of the time of our regulatory field 
force as is needful for a to maintain proper super- 
vision over traffic in canned cherries and other canned 
ucts for which standards have been promulgated. 


“You are entirely at liberty to give this letter publicity.” 
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Funeral Service Held for Bert Powers 


Funeral service for Bert Powers of Gaston, Indiana, long 
active in the canning industry and member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Canners Association for two terms, 
was held April 27 at Gaston. 


He was affectionately known by canners as “colonel.” In 
1927 and in 1933 he was elected member of the Association's 
Board of Directors, and served each time the three-year term. 
He had been president of the Indiana Canners Association, 
and a member of that association’s Board of Directors for 
several terms. He had been chairman of the Seed Committee 
of the Indiana association for a number of years. 


PEA CROP CONDITION REPORT 


Data on Weather and Rainfall for Week Ending 
May 2 Compiled 


Pea planting continues to be from ten days to three weeks 
behind schedule for many of the districts, according to con- 
dition reports received by the Association’s Division of Sta- 
tistics for the week ending May 2. Cold wet weather during 
the week has prevented growth of peas that are up. 


Maine—No peas planted to date. Planting will be at least 
ten days to two weeks late. 


New Yorx I—About 5 per cent acreage planted on well- 
drained soil. Normally 30 to 40 per cent should be planted 
at this time. Heavy soils and low lands still too wet to plow. 
Canners expected to have all peas planted within another 
week but rains Tuesday and Wednesday will likely retard 
their schedule. 


New Yorx II—Only about 10 per cent of acreage planted. 
Two days of rain slowed up planting this week. 


New York III—From 5 to 20 per cent of acreage planted. 
Weather favorable to planting first part of week. Heavy 
showers Tuesday and Wednesday may prevent additional 
planting this week. 


New York IV—Planting began April 27, about ten days 
later than usual but about the same as 1939. Heavy rains 
Tuesday and Wednesday stopped planting. 


Mippte-AtLantic I—Peas are growing fairly well but 
season is late. 


II—Peas about four inches tall, growing 
slowly. Possibly ten days to two weeks late. 


planted Alaskas coming up 
fairly well. Only about 75 to 80 per cent of anticipated acre- 
age planted. Growth very slow due to cold, wet weather. 
Very few Sweets planted; probably 30 to 35 per cent of 
anticipated acreage will not be planted because of lateness of 
the season. 


On1to—Excessive moisture prevented seeding from April 6 
to April 25. Dry fields were being planted the early part of 
this week. Rains Tuesday and Wednesday with much cooler 
weather on Wednesday stopped planting. Expect to finish 
seeding next week. 


Inp1ana—Stand of Alaskas 85 per cent with fields clean. 
Stand of Late Sweets about 75 per cent with clean fields. 


Vine growth short due to cool weather. Practically no growth 
during the last week. 


ILtivo1s—Stands of both Alaskas and Sweets about normal. 
First plantings of Alaskas about two inches high with last 
plantings going in this week. First planting Late Sweets 
about one inch high. Last planting going in next week. 
Sub-soil very dry. Above normal rainfall will be required 
for full crop. 


MicuicaAn—Alaskas about 50 per cent planted but not up. 
Soil is dry; rains Tuesday and Wednesday were beneficial. 


Wisconsin I—Acreage about 40 per cent planted. Tem- 
perature below normal. Rains sufficient for surface needs 
but sub-soil dry. 


Wisconsin Il—Alaskas from 30 to 40 per cent planted. 
First plantings just coming through the ground. Early Sweets 
not over 10 per cent planted, nothing above ground. Weather 
favorable for planting early part of week but heavy rains on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday further delayed plantings 
for several days. In spite of these rains sub-soil moisture 
continues to be below normal. 


Wisconsin III—Planting of Alaskas progressed favorably 
until stopped by heavy rains Monday afternoon and Wednes- 
day. First plantings show good germination. No Sweets 
planted to date. 


Wisconsin IV—About one-third Alaska acreage planted. 
Heavy rains on Monday and Tuesday held up planting op- 
erations for a few days. This rain was needed, however. 
Expect to start sowing Sweets middle of next week. 


Wisconsin V—Seeding about 40 per cent completed. Lack 
of moisture retarded seeding the early part of the week. 
Heavy rains this week stopped planting but supplied the 
needed moisture to complete seeding. Growing conditions 
poor because of below-freezing temperatures. No indication, 
however, of damage to plants. 


Minnesota—A few early plantings just coming through 
ground. Crop was benefitted by rains during the week. 
Germination and growth have been slow due to cold, wet 
weather but excessive cold has not injured germination. 


lowa—Planting about finished. Early plantings coming 
up with about normal stand. Light rains this week prevented 
growth, 


Cotorapo—Early plantings Alaskas show 95 per cent of 
average stand. Late Sweets just coming up with germination 
good. Moisture conditions good. Will finish planting Late 
Sweets this week. 


Uran—Weather conditions ideal for proper germination. 
Stand of Early Sweets about 95 per cent. Peas about two 
inches high. Late Sweets not up as yet. Fields are in good 
clean condition. 


Wyominc—About half of Late Sweet acreage planted. 
Early plantings just coming up with about 98 per cent stand. 
Moisture conditions very favorable but temperature below 
normal. 


Wasuincton-Onecon I—Early plantings of Late Sweets 
coming up with stands 90 per cent or better. Rains during 
the week interfered with seeding. High elevation too wet to 
work. A little seeding on lower elevations. Cold, wet 
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weather in some sections, ly the higher elevations, 
make conditions distinctly less favorable than last week. 

Wasuincron-Orecon I]—Planting of Early Sweets fin- 
ished. Early plantings show 100 per cent stand with peas 
about two inches high. Expect iv start planting Late Sweets 
the first of next week. Heavy rains during the week, however, 
may prevent planting until later. 


The following table shows temperature and rainfall data 
for the weeks ending April 30, 1939 and 1940: 
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Part II of the annual report of the director of the Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station of the University of Wisconsin, 
which has just been issued by that institution, contains in- 
formation on a number of subjects of interest to canners of 
peas, beans, corn, and tomatoes. The following subjects are 
among those discussed in this report, a copy of which has 
just been received by the Raw Products Bureau: 


Increases of yield of sweet corn, peas, and beets following 
use of certain fertilizer treatments; recommendations for use 
of Bordeaux spray to control cherry leaf spot; conditions 
under which pea seed treatment is advisable; interesting de- 
velopments in breeding varieties of peas resistant to near-wilt; 
reali of experiments with Idaho Refugee, Wisconsin Ref- 
ugee, and U. S. No. 5 from the standpoint of yield and color 
of liquor in the can; control of cabbage clubroot; amounts of 
borax necessary to control black rot of beets; effect of two 
diseases on carrots; progress in breeding varieties of tomatoes 
resistant to defoliating diseases; results of experiments on 
spraying tomatoes for control of diseases; control of both 
cabbage worms and cabbage aphids with a combination in- 
secticide of derris, lime, sulphur and nicotine; amount of pod 
and vine injury sustained when insecticides are applied by 
horse-drawn dusters and tractors for aphid con and re- 
sistance of pea aphid predators to rotenone. 


The number of this report is Bulletin 449 and the Raw 
Products Bureau will be glad to furnish members the data 
the mentioned 


fm this - on on any of the specific points above, 


CURRENT CANNED FOOD INDICATORS 


Foodstuffs Division Assembles Data on Movement 
of Major Canned Foods 


Canned Vegetables.—Following an increase of 3,673,000 
cases in canners’ shipments of six major seasonal canned vege- 
table items combined—from smaller 1939 packs—during the 
first three quarters of the current marketing year, compared 
with the same period of 1938-39, vegetable canners’ stocks 
of these items were in a sound position on April 1, 1940,, 
according to current canned food indicators compiled on 
April 30, 1940, by the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. The statistics were assem- 
bled from various sources, including reports of the National 
Canners Association. The Bureau states: “Total sold and 
unsold stocks remaining in canners’ hands as of that date 
were 27,566,000 cases, 30 per cent less than their relatively 
heavy stocks of 39,642,000 cases of these six items a year ago. 


“Canners’ March shipments, although below the March 
1939 level, were in ey wy | volume considering the 54% 
per cent larger movement for the whole season thus far. The 
six major canned vegetables referred to, canned corn, 
tomatoes, tomato juice, green and wax beans, and lima 
represent between three- and four-fifths of seasonal 
vegetable production in the United States. 


“Following the larger fall movement, shipments of canned 
vegetables, in general, from the first of January to the first 
of April were smaller than last year, reducing the gain which 
had been made up to the first of January. For example, corn 
shipments for February and March were about 600,000 cases 
less than for the corresponding months last year, and the 

movement for those two months was lower than last year 
about 1,000,000 cases. 

“In contrast with the lesser movement of other items during 
the month, shipments of canned tomato juice increased by 
more than one-half above the March 1939 volume. Canners’ 
sales of tomato juice also re red the greatest in 
more than one-third, during current cumulative 
compared with the same period a year earlier. 


“That the larger 1939-40 shipments of canned sane 
by canners have moved satisfactorily through wholesalers’ 
hands, at least as far as to retail sales channels, is indicated 
by the available figures on distributors’ canned food stocks. 
These figures include wy A canned vegetables, and are 
based on stocks held b same representative distributors 
in each period rather than total st from all distributors. 
Excluding, for purposes of comparison, tomato juice and lima 
beans, two of the heaviest gainers during the current market- 
ing season, canners’ shipments of the other four major 
vegetables registered a gain of about 2 per cent from the be- 
inning of the season through March 31, while wholesale 
tributors’ holdings of the same four items were indicated 
by the sample to be 3.4 per cent less as of April 1, compared 
with year-ago res, 

“Canned tomatoes and canned tomato paste, pulp and puree 
were the only United States seasonal canned vegetable items 
exported in oy increased volume during recent months 
as a result of the war demand from England. Canada also 
vastly increased her exports of these products to the English 
market. United States shipments to England continued their 
war-expanded volume during March, or at least until the 
British license control restrictions were imposed on all canned 
foods on March 19, 1940. 

“Exports of the non-seasonal canned canned 
soups, and canned baked beans and pork and es 
the latter, continued, at least until 19, 1940, to reflect 
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the war demand so noticeable during recent months for these 
products in England. 


“Canned Fruits.—Immediate effects of the British action in 
restricting, on March 19, imports of canned fruits are becom- 
ies apparent in } anon States export statistics, as evidenced 

by a 9 7 cent decrease in total canned fruit exports to the 
United Kingdom during March, compared with March 1939. 
Presumably the most of this trade occurred in the first two- 
thirds of the month, so that for that period, or until the im- 
port ban, our canned fruit trade with ngland maintained an 
expanded volume as in recent months, 


“United States canned fruit exports to all countries durin 
March, 1940, were 11 per cent below the March, 1939, level. 
Exceptions were exports of canned grapefruit, which in- 
creased 19 per cent, and canned pineapple, up 50 per cent 
above March, 1939. 


“Canned fruit exports during the current July 1-March 31 
period exceeded even the unusually large shipments of the 
same meee a year earlier, totaling 7,762,800 cases against 
7,163,800 cases, an increase of 8 per cent. Exports to England 
were up 13 per cent, for the current 9-months period, to 
6,939,800 cases. 


“Canada’s much larger exports of canned apples and pears, 
both during February (latest figures available) and the eight 
months ending February of this year, were largely responsible 
for the smaller March, 1940, exports from the United States 
of these two items and for the smaller season's total for canned 
pears, since the two countries compete for the British market 
with these two canned fruits. 


“According to the Australian Canned Fruits Board, the 
total quantity of canned apricots processed in Australia dur- 
ing the current, 1940, season was the largest in the last six 
years, totaling 397,136 cases (24/244's), of which 295,008 
cases were packed for export, chiefly to the United Kingdom, 
and 102,128 cases were packed for Australian consumption. 
Total packs for recent years have been: 127,189 cases in 
1937, 380,082 in 1938, 282,422 in 1939, and 397,136 in 1940, 


“United States canners’ stocks of canned peaches on April 
1 were 20 per cent below those on April 1, 1939, and stocks 
of canned pears were 44 per cent below, according to a repre- 
sentative sample, based on reports from the same canners for 
each date, obtained by the Census Bureau. Representative 
distributors’ stocks obtained in the same manner revealed a 2 
per cent increase in current holdings of canned peaches and 
a 2 per cent decrease in canned pears in the hands of dis- 
tributors on the same dates. 

“Canned Fish.—The increased demand from England for 
United States canned sardines, a war development, continued 
into March. Exports to England were more than 10 times 
greater in March, 1940, than in March, 1939, and the total 
of 520,900 cases exported in the current eight-months-ending- 
March marketing period was nearly six times greater than 
during the similar period a year ago. Exports to all countries 
totaled 1,281,600 cases for the current cumulative period, an 
increase of 63 per cent. 


“United States imports of Norwegian sardines had already 
shown a considerable decrease, under March, 1939, levels, 
during the month before Norway became involved in the war. 
For the period August 1, 1939-March 31, 1940, imports from 
Norway of canned sardines in oil were up 17 per cent, above 
the year earlier period, to an estimated 216,600 cases. United 
States imports from Norway of canned sardines and other 
herring not in oil, however, amounted to an estimated 68,200 
cases, some 16 per cent below imports during the August 1, 
1938-March 31, 1939, period. Norway supplied over half of 
the United States imports of these canned fish products in 
the 1938-39 period, and more than three-fourths in 1939-40. 


“Despite a 34 per cent decrease in total exports, chiefly be- 
cause of smaller shipments to England, of canned salmon 
during July 1, 1939-March 31, 1940, compared with the same 
period ending March, 1939, packers unsold stocks of canned 
salmon were only 3 per cent higher on April 1, 1940, than on 
April 1, 1939, Of these stocks, holdings of Alaska Reds were 
21 per cent larger, Pinks 37 per cent smaller. Representative 
distributors’ stocks were also in fair condition on April 1, 
total canned salmon stocks being 6 per cent less than on April 
1, 1939. Of these total stocks, Alaska Reds were 11 per 
cent above, Pinks 16 per cent below, distributors’ stocks on 
the same day a year earlier.” 


The following table, containing current canned food indi- 
cators, was compiled by the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce: 


Same Change 
Current period from 
period year ago year ago 
Cases Cases Per cent 


Item 


CANNED FRUITS 
Total Canned Fruits: 
U. 8. exporte—March 
U. 8. exports to England—March 
U. 8. exporte—June 1, 1039, to Mar. 31, 
U. 8. exports to England—June 1, 1939, 
to March 31, 1940 


632,100 


711,600 — 11 
645,700 — 9 


7,762,800 7,163,800 + 8 


6,939,800 6,163,100 + 13 

A 

U. 8. exporte—Marech 21,900 35,900 

U. 8. exporte—June 1, 1939, to Mar, 31, 
1940 

Exports from Canada to England— 
February 


June 1, 1930 to February 20, 1940... 


370 600 


54,300 
680 ,000 


357 ,900 


15,200 
317,500 
Apricots: 

U. 8. exporte—March 30,500 63,500 
U. 8. exporte—June 1, 1939, to Mar. 31, 
730,700 


307 , 136 


1940 
Australian 1940 total pack 
Exports from Australia—Jan. 1 to 
Mar. 31.... 
Fruits for Salad and Fruit Cocktails: 
U. 8. exporte—Mareh 
U. 8. exporte—June 1, 1939, to Mar. 31, 


27,300! 
51,200 


U. 8. exporte—March 
U. 8, exporte—Dee. 1, 1939, to Mar. 31, 
1 


Representative distributors’ stocks— 
April 1? 

U. 8. exporte—Mareh 

U. 8. exporte—June 1, 1939, to Mar. 31, 


1940 
Exports oun Australia—Jan. 1 to 
Mar. 3 
Pears: 
Representative canners’ stocks— 


Representative distributors’ stocks— 
April 

U. 8. exporta—March 

U. 8. exporte—June 1, 1939, to Mar. 31, 


1940 
Exports from Canada to England— 
February 
June 1, 1039, to February 20, 1940. . 
Exports from Australia~Jan. 1 to 


Dutiable—March 
From Philippine Islands, free— 


farch 
Dutiable, May 1, 1939, to March 31, 
1940 
From Philippine Islands, free—May 
1, 1939, to March 31, 1940 
U. 8. exporte—Mareh 
U. 8. exporte—May 1, 1939, to March 


v 
T 
A 
B 
587, 400 
+114 
— 52 
+ 7 
282,422 + 41 
79,300 — 35 
1940 nek 056,700 864,800 + 11 
Grapefruit: 
1,156,800 824,700 + 40 
Peaches: 
Representative canners' stockse— 
3,024,482 3,702,202 — 20 | 
662,870 650,077 + 2 
154, 800 153,400 + 1 
1,827,000 1,888,300 3 
To 
008,325 1,080,023 44 
264,805 271,140 2 
77,500 153,600 — 50 
1,328,100 1,554,700 16 
24,000 6,800 +253 
493,000 218,100 +126 
631,500 269,100 +135 
1,012,000 553,600 + 83 | 
36,700 24,400 + 50 
438,500 382,800 + 15 
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Same Change 

period from 

year ago year ago 
Cases Per cent 


Current 
period 


Item 
Cases 


CANNED FRUITS— (Continued) 
Pitted Red Cherries: 
Packers’ shipments— March 
Packers’ 1939, to 


139 , 255 126,431 + 10 
1,628,883 + 78 
337 ,600 285 ,302 
CANNED VEGETABLES 
Total Canned Vegetables and Juices: 
U. 8. exporte—March 
U. 8. exports to England—March 
U. 8. exporte—July 1, 1939, to Mareh 
31, 1940 


2,755,000 
1,874,900 


to March 31, 1940 
Exports from Canada to England— 
February 
July 1, 1939, to February 20, 1940... 
Asparagus: 


Baked Beans and Pork and Beans: 
U. 8. exports to England—Mareh 
U. 8. exports to England—July 1, 1939, 
to March 31, 1940 
Exports from Canada to England— 
February 
July 1, 1939, to February 20, 1940. . 
Corn: 
Packers’ shipments— March 
Packers’ shipments—Auguat 1, 1939, to 


10,800 
2,572,100 
18,000 
7,000 
79,900 


469 ,900 
4,578,000 
12,700 
230 ,400 
969 , 800 


12,979,096 
8,031,676 12,676,255 


1,226,813 1,243,350 


730 ,621 
2,139,644 =1,881,179 


7,717,887 7,764,271 
2,352,447 3,534,047 


1,505,986 
844,126 


1,641,443 


14,613,053 
Packers’ stocks—April 1 
Representative distributors stocks — 


Packers’ shipmente— March 
Packers’ shipmente—Jan. 1, to Mar, 31, 
Packers’ shipmente—July 1, 1939, to 


Packers’ stocks—April 1 

Representative distributors’ stocks— 
561,393 

143,356 


Packers’ shipmente—Feb. 1 to March 31 
Packers’ shipmente—July 1, 1939, to 
March 31, 1940 


Peas: 
Packers’ shipments—March 
Packers’ shipments—June 1, 
March 31, 1940. 
Packers’ stocks—April 1 
Representative distributors’ stocks— 
April 1? 
Soups: 
U. 8. exports to England—March 
U. 8, exports to England—July 1, 1939, 
to March 31, 1040 
Exports from Canada to England *— 


July 1, 1939 to February 29, 1940... 
‘Tomatoes: 
Packers’ shipments— March 
Packers’ shipments—July 1, 


18,491,142 19,650,352 


5,261,454 10,433,812 
1,071,242 1,171,927 
13,000 40 
336,900 800 


32,000 6,700 
1,369,100 765 ,300 


1,397,043 1,700,420 


17,810,410 17,187,465 
6,770,253 7,066,514 


983,171 954 , 269 
141,800 


278,400 


1939, to 

Packers’ stocks—April 1 

Representative distributors’ 

U. 8. exports to England—July 1, 1939, 
to March 31, 1940 


115,000 
1,496 ,300 


July 1, 1939, to Feb. 20, 1940 
Tomato Juice: 
Packers’ shipmenta— March 
Packers’ shipments—Aug. 1, 1939, to 
9, 168,046 
4,306,518 


30,400 
174,400 


Packers’ stocks—April 1 
Tomato Paste, Pulp, and Puree: 
U. 8. exports to England—Mareh 
U. 8. exports to England—July 1, 1939, 
to March 31, 1940 
— from Canada to England— 


ebruary 
July 1 1939, to February 20, 1940. . 


Item 


CANNED FISH 
Salmon: 
Packers’ unsold stocks, April 1—Total. . 


U. 8. exporte—Mareh 

U. 8. exports to England arch 

U. 8. exporte—July 1, 1939, to Mar. 
31, 1940 

U. 8. exports to England—July 1, 1939, 
to Mar. 31, 1940 


2% s 


California pack—March 
California pack—August 1, 1939, to 


208 , 787 


3,134,968 2,573,776 


sardines 
U. 8. exporte—March 
U. 8. exports to England— March 
U. 8. exporte—Aug. 1, 1939, to Mar. 
940 


to Mar. 31, 1940 
U. 8. imports: 
Canned sardines in oil— 


From Norway—March 
Total—Aug. 1, 1039, to Mar, 31, 


From Norway—Aug. 1 
Canned herring, smoked or kippered 
or in tomato sauce (in cans of more 
than : lb, gross weight)—Total— 


Total—Aug. 1, 1939, to Mar. 31, 
From % “Woon 1, 1939, to 
Mar. 31, 
Canned other herring, 
not in oil *— 
Total—March 
From Norway— March 
Total—Aug. 1, 1939 to Mar. 31, 
1940 


4,000 
3,200 


181,897 
478,936 


‘00 


44,144 
345,836 


4,800 
361,100 


81,000" 
Tuna: 

220,118 
California pack—January 1 to March 31 413,149 


Representative distributors’ stocks— 


U. 8. importe—March 

U. 8. importe—Jan. 1 to Mar. 31 
Mackerel: 

California pack—March 

California pack—Jan. 1 to Mar. 31.... 
Crabmeat: 

U. 8. importe—March 

U. 8. importe—July 1, 1939, to March 


‘From 1040 pack beginning January—previous year not available, 
2 Not total stocks. A sample based on reports from the same firms for both 


years, 

* Does not include shipments to United States mainland from Hawaii and 
Puerto Rico. 

Comparable figures not available. 

* Canadian figures include only tomato soups, except for the period July 1— 
December 31, 1938, when all soups were included, 

* U. 8. published statistics show sardine and herring imports in gross weight— 
i. e. including weight of immediate container (can). The above figures are 
Agana weight of fish, estimated at 31 per cent less than gross canned 


* Includes an undeterminable amount of non-sardine types. 


Same Change 
Current period from 
period year ago year ago 
Cases Cases Per cent 
1,369,535 1,324,362 + 3 
Representative distributors’ stocks, 
April 1 
411,656 439,452 — 6 
150,403 135,500 + 11 
Pinks... 188,218 223,190 — 16 
20,800 110,500 — 81 
9,400 700 — 90 
U. 8. exports to England—July 1, 1939, 653 , 400 500 -—- 
542,400 400 31 
Representative distributors’ stocks, 
April 1 
California sardines 115,026 96,000 + 20 
50, 883 28,420 +111 
315,400 rr 41,922 37,116 + 13 
802,000 210,300 +324 201,300 106,400 + 89 
123 
968,587 — 17 
1,281,600 787,900 + 63 
+13 U. 8. exports to England—Aug. 1, 1939, 
Apn owe - 1 
Green and Wax Beans: Total—Marech 17,500 20,300 — 40 
+4 
1040 288 ,000 264,000 + 9 
216,600 190,400 + 14 
- 8 
li 
+134 1,000 2,000 — 50 
300 900 — 67 
1,201,258 + 17 
1,883,509 2,287,838 — 18 2,300 
13,100 — 70 
- 50 
= 33 
- 9 
78,400 104,000" ..... 
From Norway—Aug. 1, 1939 to 
+ 
February + 16 
+ 79 
April 148,600 + 18 
— 18 20,200 — 77 
45,500 + 58 
12,088 +205 
- 4 
| | 146,639 +136 
21,000 — 78 
Exports from Canada to England— 
892,700 + 68 
705,250 + 
6,761,343 + 36 
5,277,247 — 18 
86,000 +103 
500 ¢édes 1.” 
769 ,000 640,600 + 20 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF CANNED FOODS 


Exports of canned vegetables, condensed and evaporated milk, 
sardines, and grapefruit juice were larger in volume during March, 
1940, than in March, 1939, according to Department of Commerce 
figures. e total volume of canned vegetable exports jumped 
from 3,033,090 pounds in March, 1939, to 15,885,189 pounds dur- 
ing March, 1940. Exports during February, 1940, totalled 11,- 
795,531 pounds. Volume of exports of canned salmon dropped 


March, 1940 


zs 
23 
3; 


BSE 


388 
28 


5 
== 


£8 a! 
= 
$8582 35 


20, 
56, 
1,293, 
2,855, 
291, 
87, 
900, 


— 

Ss 

2335 


6 
6,911,14 
1, 

3 


258: 


by about half, total canned meats decreased a small amount, 
and total canned fruits fell about 4,000,000 pounds, when 
the two months, March, 1939 and 1940, are compared. The 
following table, compiled from the figures of the Department 
of Commerce, compares exports and imports during March, 
1939 and 1940, and during the first three months of these two 
years: 


Jan.-March, 1939 
Pounds Value 
4,075,393 $1,307,311 

98 554 22,960 


Jan.-March, 1940 
Value 


£23322 


= 
338 8582 
#222 8228 


= 
= 


3888258 
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2,746,418 


» 
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= 
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Fruit: 


Pineapple, free (Philippines)... . 
Mandarin oranges 


March, 1939 
Exports Pounds Value Pounds | 
1,423 ,372 $454,384 1,125,132 241 $1,670,514 
Beef, corned, ete.............. 42,272 9,724 27,390 062 25,908 
129 423 48,556 19 ,626 92,565 
907 102 316,888 642,856 1,263 ,373 
171,766 40,134 212,853 103 ,658 
172,800 30 ,082 222,407 185 ,010 
Vegetables, 3,033 259 15,885 189 2,444,116 
a2 vd 432 936 231 , 530 
Beans, baked and with pork... . 7,602,105 976,168 
280 300 22 90,919 
geen tes 4,430,812 196 350,113 
Tomato paste and puree....... 1,493 76 275 0 
267 190 4 37,192 0 
Other vegetables.............. 508 514 47) 158 ,651 6 
Condensed 494,300 49 99,459 
Evaporated 2,284,040 166 563 , 866 
Fish: a 
5 1,000,461 161 1,034,722 8 
5 9,660 , 267 718 2,375,550 
433,510 38 122,572 
Sheilfish — 
192,090 28 119,266 
Other shellfish.............. 67 12 32,442 
24,807,978 1,784 6,251,758 \ 
5 6,570,151 413 2,061 
03 13,785 
35 13,980 
Apples and sauce............. 787 72,518 . 
72 31,834 
Fruit salad and cocktail... .... 341,171 2, 
26,159 
Fruit juices (in gallons): 
it 
Other fruit juices. ............ 
Imports 
Meat: 
5,707 ,062 579,320 4,781,782 577,166 13,196,119 2,277 ,689 
40,853 10,044 4,387 1,006 77 ,829 255 7,556 o 
; Milk: condensed and evaporated. . 21,182 1,238 544 60 39,675 1,006 99 c 
Fish: r 
Packed in oil— 
2,040 ,936 306 ,651 1,215,688 1 632, 188 
166,504 65.139 125.625 172,806 tl 
970 443 177 218,806 549 
58,879 17,508 85 037 60 , 561 
Other fish not in oil........... 1,300,381 129, 120 623 , 188 312,563 
Caviar and other roe.......... 12,725 3,701 19,571 om 
Shellfish — 
Crab meat and sauce........ 
Clams and oysters.......... T 
G 
Vegetables: 
" 
Tomato paste and sauce....... 
h 
Pineapple, dutiable............ 147 ,726 1 
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QUARTERLY STOCKS REPORT 


Census Bureau Issues Figures on Supplies of 
Selected Canned Foods on April 1 


Canners’ stocks of peas, corn, tomatoes, beans, peaches, 
and pears, were lower on April 1 than on the same date last 
year, according to the quarterly canned food stock report pre- 
pared by the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with the 
National Canners Association and the Association of Pacific 
Fisheries. In terms of number of cases, all sizes combined, 
canners’ stocks of salmon were up 3.4 per cent from a year 
ago, in contrast to the decrease in the number of cases of 
peas (49.6 per cent), corn (36.6 per cent), tomatoes (4.2 per 
cent), beans (33.5 per cent), peaches (20.2 per cent) and 
pears (43.7 per cent). 

Distributors’ stocks show smaller variation from a year ago 
with increases noted for a few items. Based upon a repre- 
sentative sample of four selected vegetables, peas decreased 
8.6 per cent, beans 8.0 per cent and corn 1.3 per cent. Stocks 
of tomatoes were higher by 3.0 per cent. Distributors’ stocks 
of salmon qual 6.3 per cent, peaches were up 2.0 per 
cent and pears down 2.3 per cent. 

In terms of the number of cases, all sizes combined, can- 
ners’ and distributors’ stocks on April 1, compared with their 
stocks three months ago and a year ago, were as follows: 

Canners’ stocks Distributors’ stocks 
Change April Change 
1, 1940, from April 1, 1940 from— 
April 1, 1939 Jan. 1, 1940 April 1, 1939 
Per cent 


SFr 


2 
4 
2 
7 
A 
0 
2 


titiit 


The drop in canners’ stocks, as shown in this report, offset 
in part by increases in some items held by distributors, pro- 
vides a measure of the smaller volume of domestic canned 
goods available for distribution. 


Vegetables.—In the table below are given figures com- 
paring sold and unsold stocks, selected vegetables in the hands 
of representative distributors, and the total canners’ stocks 
on selected dates. The figures on distributors’ stocks were 
compiled by the Bureau of the Census and are based upon 
reports from the same firms for each date. The canners’ 
stocks, compiled by the National Canners Association, cover 
the total industry. 


April 1, January 1, April 1, 
1940 1940 1939 
Cases Cases 


1,071,242 1,230,535 
1,332,161 
1,111,454 


Peaches and pears.—Stocks of peaches and pears in the 
hands of representative distributors and all canners on April 
1, 1940 and 1939, and January 1, 1940, together with per- 
centage changes, are shown in the following table which was 
compiled by the Bureau of the Census: 


April1, Jan. 1, 
1940 1940 


Cases Cases 


3,024,482 4,554,301 3,792,202 —33.6 
608 1,149,659 1,080,023 —47.1 


Salmon, tuna, and sardines.—Statistics are shown in the 
table below of representative distributors’ stocks of canned 
salmon, tuna, fish, and sardines. Based upon a representative 
sample, distributors’ inventories of salmon and tuna were 
smaller on April 1 of this year than on April 1, 1939. Stocks 
of sardines were considerably larger. 


Change 


Comparative data on canners’ inventories of stocks of un- 
sold salmon, compiled by the Association of Pacific Fisheries, 
are shown in the table below: 


March 30, Dee. 31, March 31, Dee. 31, 
1940 1939 1939 1938 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 

1,360,535 2,140,031 1,324,362 2,760,415 
984,688 1,365,076 813,809 1,271,974 

245,305 1,028,526 
265,248 468,915 


These figures represent the combined reports of companies 
accounting for 98 per cent or more of the total pack. 


Final Seasonal Exemption from Hours Provision 
Granted Garden Seed and Seed Corn Country Plants 


Exemption for the cleaning and preparing of garden seed 
and seed corn at country cleaning plants from the hours 
provision of the Fair Labor Standards Act as a “seasonal” 
industry was made final April 30 by the Wage and Hour 
Division. 


Col. Philip B. Fleming, administrator of the Wage and 
Hour Division, made this final finding after an application by 
the American Seed Trade Association and other parties had 
been filed. A prima facie case had been shown for granting 
this exemption, and no objections were filed to the prelim- 
inary determination. 

As a “seasonal” industry, the cleaning and preparing of 
garden seed and seed corn may be carried on for 12 hours in 
any workday, or for 56 hours in any workweek, as the case 
may be, for a period or periods aggregating 14 workweeks in 
any calendar year before the overtime provisions requiring 
payment of at least time and one-half the regular rate of pay 
become effective. 

The term “country cleaning plants” is understood to 
designate those establishments wherein the seed crop is 
received direct from the farmers (and no part of which is 
shipped from other plants) and is cleaned, purified, sorted, 
dried, graded, and otherwise rendered suitable for seed. 


Chane 
April 1, 1940 from— 
Commodity April 1, Jan. 1, April 1, 
1939 1940 1939 
DISTRIBUTORS Cases Percent Per com 
Peaches.............. 662,870 797,794 650,077 -16.9 + 2.0 
264,865 286,058 271,140 -—-7.4 2.3 
CANNERS 
—43.7 
April 1, 1940 from— 
April1, Jan.1, Aprill, Jan. 1, April 1, 
1940 1940 1939 1940 1939 
Cases Cases Cases Percent Per cent 
Salmon, total............ 411,656 439,655 439,452 -6.4 -6.3 
Reds................. 150,408 150,028 135,500 — 5.4 +10.9 
188,218 106,479 223,190 — 4.2 
73,085 84,148 80,663 -13.2 9.5 
174,874 181,015 148,600 — 3.4 +17.7 
Sardines, total........... 216,831 204,145 161,536 + 6.2 +34.2 
California............. 115,026 76.132 96,000 +651.1 +19.8 
| Maine................ 69,883 73,746 28,420 —18.8 +110.7 
Imported............. 41,022 654,267 37,116 -22.7 +12.9 
Fruits: 
) 
) 
) 
Commodity 
DISTRIBUTORS 
Green and wax beans.............. 516,353 631,738 561,393 
CANNERS 
6,770,263 11,560,607 7,066,514 
Green and wax beans.............. 2,862,447 4,402,001 3,534,047 
5 
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Authority to Issue Order of Investigation Given 
Wage-Hour Regional Directors 


Administrator Philip B. Fleming of the Wage and Hour 
Division on April 26 issued an order authorizing all regional 
directors and territorial representatives of the Division “to 
execute and issue orders for investigation; to designate and 
authorize representatives to make such investigations; to 
execute and issue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses 
and the production of books, papers and documents; and to 
delegate to representatives who are authorized to make in- 
vestigations, the authority to execute and issue such sub- 
poenas in connection therewith. 

“This order delegates the powers given to the Adminis- 
trator to compel by subpoena or otherwise the attendance of 
witnesses and the production of books, papers and documents 
under Sections 9 and 11(a) of the said Act.” 


Indexes of Wholesale Prices and Employment 


The wholesale price index for all foods was 6.2 points 
lower than the all commodity index on April 27, 1940. The 
all food index had risen nine-tenths of a point from April 20, 
1940, and was 4.2 points higher than on April 29, 1939. 


The index of employment in the canning and preserving 
industries for March, 1940, was 87.7, as compared with 80.0 
in March, 1939. 

In the following tables, derived from Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics reports, the index for wholesale prices is based on the 
average for the year 1926 taken as 100 per cent. The indexes 
for employment and payrolls are based on the average for 
the years 1923-25 taken as 100 per cent. 

Wholesale Prices 
Apr. 27, Apr. 20, Apr. 13, Apr. 6, Mar. 30, Apr. 29, 
79.0 785 78.0 
72.8 711.9 70.8 
—— Employment 
March, Feb., March, 
1940 1939 
All industries 100.7 “4.3 
Canning and preserving 87.7 91.9 


77.9 
00.8 
Payrolls- 
Feb., March, 
1940 1939 

97.7 87.6 
77.8 80.0 


76.1 
68.6 


77.6 
60.7 


March, 
1940 
97.9 
76.2 


1940 


101.4 
00.7 


Fruit Situation Reported by Bureau 


Supplies of fruits for the next two months are expected to 
be generally smaller than those of recent months and smaller 
than those of a year earlier, according to the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. Despite the recent moderate de- 
cline in consumer purchasing power, domestic demand for 
fruits during the late spring and early summer months prob- 
ably will continue somewhat stronger than a year ago. 


The condition of early peaches as of April 1 in ten South- 
ern States indicated a crop slightly larger than a year 
earlier, but sub-freezing temperatures on April 12 in many 
of the important areas of production probably reduced pros- 
pects considerably, the Bureau reported. 

Exports of fresh and dried fruits to Europe during the 
coming season are likely to be no larger than those of the 
current season, whereas exports of canned fruits are likely 
to be curtailed somewhat. Imports of all these products into 
Great Britain, the most important foreign market, are now 
subject to import license control and it would appear that 
the Scandinavian countries have been completely eliminated 
as possible markets. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot shipments of major fruits and vegetables, competing 
directly with canned foods, continue to total less for the season 
up to April 27, 1940, than they did during the same season 
in 1939, Carlot shipments of certain imports of vegetables, 
competing both directly and indirectly with canned foods, are 
somewhat larger this season than in 1939. 

The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 
fruits: 


Week ending— Season total to 
April 27, April 27, April 20, April 27, April 27, 
1939 1940 1940 1939 1940 


VEGETABLES 

Beans, snap and lima 187 162 
T 266 249 
174 191 

244 227 


competing directly, 5,413 4,538 
Imports competing directly... 7 23 
Imports competing indirectly . 12 27 25 


3,126 3,541 
1 7 


77 58 
722 628 21,675 17,022 


Food Technology Summer Course Announced 


A summer course in food technology has been announced 
by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for the period 
July 1 to July 19, 1940. The course is under the direction 
of Bernard E. Proctor, associate professor of food technology 
at the Institute. 

This short intensive course is intended particularly for 
persons having limited time for study who wish to increase 
their technical abilities. The fundamental material of the 
course will cover the origin, composition, transportation, 
handling, storage, processing, and control of the more im- 
portant animal and plant foods. 

Emphasis will be placed on the related chemical, biological, 
and engineering factors. This will embrace certain of the 
processes of the milling, baking, meat-packing, canning, 
dairy, fishery, refrigerator, and quick-freezing industries. 
Some of the food properties, such as vitamins, will be 
considered. 


CONTENTS 


House recommits Norton bill. . 

Fill of container for cherries... 

Funeral service held for Bert Powers 

Pea crop condition report. .... 

New Wisconsin report just issued. 

Current canned food indicators 

Exports and imports of canned foods 

Quarterly stocks report... . 

Final seasonal exemption ‘from ‘hours: provision granted 
garden seed and seed corn country plants 6 

Authority to issue order of investigation given wage- -hour 
regional directors 

Indexes of wholesale prices and employment 

Fruit situation reported by Bureau 

Fruit and vegetable market competition .......... 

Food technology summer course announced ..... 


Cc 
E 
pr 
or 
4,023 2,438 St 
10,547 4,825 
5,080 5,197 Fe 
Others 
90,360 82,753 
370 527 nm 
FRUITS th 
Citrus, domestic.............. 3,758 00,220 87,003 
on 
we 
re 
«te 
an 
re 
on 
re 
th 
th 
of 
fre 
Sti 
de 
the 
for 
of 
de! 
pri 
PAGE cal 
181 wh 
181 
182 sel 
182 ma 
183 we 
183 the 
186 
187 hey 
187 
lie 
188 ( 
188 
188 | 
188 J 
188 


